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SOME 


| REMARKS 


PAMPHLET, 


ENTITULED, 
The Difficulties and Diſcon- 


T agements, &c. 


O ME of our Clergy have been 
yery warm of late, and not 

thout great Cauſe, in their 
Diſcourſes againſt Free Thinking, 
and have with great Zeal at- 
tack'd both It and the Writers who have 
been the Patrons and Defenders of it; 
and yet it is wonderful and prodigious 
to obſerve that ſome of our Churchmen 
are of the number of che moſt flagrant 
Free-Thinkers, and have fill'd their Pa- 
A 2 pers 
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pers with very unſafe and extravagant 
Notions concerning the Divine Being, 
his Attributes and Works, the Holy 
Scriptures, and ſome of the moſt Im- 
portant Articles of our Religion. Thus 
we make our ſelves ridiculous, whilſt 
one Set of Free-Thinkers encounters the 
other. Mr. Whiſfton, and Dr, Clarke, 
muſt be reckon'd among this fort of 
Men, who egregioully ſet up for the Li- 
berty of thinking in Religion; and I 
ſhould be very injurious to our preſent 
Author, who pretends to give an Ac- 
count of the Difficulties and Diſcourage- 
ments which attend the Study of the Scrip- 
tures, if I did not rank him in this Num- 
ber; for it may juſtly, and truly be ſaid, 
that Tindal and Collins are but mean and 
inconſiderable Free-Thinkers, if com- 
par'd with this our Presbyter of the 
Charch of England: And we ſee by the 
coming out of a Fifth Edition, how ac- 
ceptable his Thoughts are to ſome Pa- 
lats. He himſelf brags, That his Opi- 
nion is not deſtitute of Proſelytes, p. 4. 
That is, in plain Exgliſb, it takes migh- 
tily with the Town-wits (who of them- 
ſelves are able to carry off an Edition 
or two) with the whole Society of Scep- 
tics, Deiſts, and Libertines, who dearly 
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love to ſee the Holy Scriptures, and with 
them Religion it ſelf diſparag'd and vi- 
lified ; and eſpecially when this is done 
by ſuch as are in a conſiderable Paſt in 
the Church. It will not be amiſs then 
to look into the Contents of this Paper 
which is ſo highly applauded by tus 
noble Race of Men. 


In the Title Page we are accoſted 
with theſe Words, Since the Study of the 
Scriptures is Mens indiſpenſible Duty, it 
concerns. all Chriſtian Societies to remove 
(s much as poſſible) thoſe Diſcouragements 
which attend that Study: And yet in ſe- 
veral of the following Pages he doth all 
he can to diſcourage and deter Perſons 
from ſtudying the Scriptures, and heaps 
up Arguments and Reaſons (if they may 
be call'd ſo) why they ſhould lay aſide 
that Study. Thus he begins his Work, 


and we ſhall find that the enſuing Per- 


formance is fraught with a Multitude of 
ſuch. Contradictions, Inconſiſtencies, and 
Abſardities as this. | 


His Firſt Reaſon Why neither the 
Clergy, nor any others ſhould buſie 
themſelves in the Study of the Scriptures, 


is, becauſe this Study is extreamly Diffi- 
| cult, 
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cult, and not to be ſucceſsfully perſued with- 
out à very great, and conſtant Application, 


and a previous Knowledge of many other 
Parts of aſeful Kyowledge, p. 5. The 
weakneſs and invalidity of which way 
of talking is confuted from this, That 
other Studies, that are of any Importance, 
are attended with Difficulties, and call 
for great and conſtant Application. With- 
out this, neither the Lawyer, nor the 
Phyſician, nor the Philoſopher, nor the 
Hiſtorian, nor the Critic, no, nor even 
the Poet, are able to arrive to a conſum- 
mate degree of Skill in thoſe reſpective 
Faculties and Arts. Some of theſe Ac- 
quiſitions do more eſpecially require much 
Thinking (which is a very laborious 
Thing) uaſpeakable Pains, continual 
Labour and Fatigue; but one of them 
can be-attain'd to without a great and 


conſtant Application, and a previous 


Knowledge of many other Parts of uſeful 
Learning. Muſt they therefore be neg- 
lected and wholly laid aſide becauſe of 
this Difficulty which attends them ? 
The ſame may truly be ſaid of the Stu- 
dy of the Scriptures, | 


But 
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But this may .be. obſerved, that our 
Author repreſents this Study mare Diffi- 
cult than really it is, for the Difficulties 
which accompany the Study of the 
Scriptures are reduced by him to theſe 
Two Heads, Skill in the Languages, and 
a Kyowledge of the State of the Jewiſh 
Afﬀairs when the Books were written. But 
"tis well known that Students are well 
provided as to the former of theſe, for 
the Knowledge of the learned Languages 
was never more cultivated than at this 
Day, and the Methods of learning them 
are made plain. Our Presbyter ſeems to 
have little inſight into the Matter he pre- 
ſumes to talk of, that is, The Tranſlati- 
ons of the Hebrew Text, which he wou'd 
make the Reader believe are ſo imper- 
fect that they are uſeleſs and of no Ac- 
count. Eſpecially he ftrikes at the Se- 
venties Verſion, and endeavours to blaſt 
the Credit of it, not conſidering that it 
was made uſe of by. our Saviour him- 
ſelf, and by the Evangeliſts and Apo- 
ſtles, as we ſee in their Quotations out 
of the Old Teſtament; for this Tranſla- 
tion was univerſally received, yea, even 
among the Jews, who at that Time un- 
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ſtood little or no Hebrem, and therefore 
made no uſe of the . Hebrew Bible. 
Wherefore rhe inſpired Writers of the 
New Teſtament thought fit not to vary 
from this Greek Tranffation in ſeveral of 
their Quotations, tho* in ſome others 
they did. Beſides, when our Author 
labours to run down this Tranſlation, 
he too plainly diſcovers that he hath no 
Knowledge of what ſeveral Writers 
4 y learned in the Languages 

ave written concerning the Hebrew Ori- 


ginal and this Verſion, and of the Satis- 


faction which is given by them as to the 
difference and diſagreement between both. 
Or if he hath read thoſe Authors, he 
wilfully diſregards what they ſay, mere- 
ly to inhanſe the Difficulty of peruſing 
and ſtudying the Bible. > 


So as to the Knowledge of the State 
of the Jewiſh Affairs, here our Presbyter 

ews himfelf either very perverſe or 
very Ignorant, for we can reckon up a- 
bout Fifty good ſubſtantial Authors, 
both Jewiſh and Chriſtian, who have 
given us a particular and diſtinct Ac- 
count of the Civil and Eccleſiaſtical Go- 
vernment, the Diſcipline, the Worſhip, 
the Rites, the Laws, the Cuſtoms, 70 
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Trathtions, the Opinions, the Sefts, &c. 
of the Jew!ſþ People when the Books of 
the Bible were written. So that there 
is no ſuch drudging and toiling in the 


ſtudy of the Bible as this Author fancies, - 
only to beat Men off from proſecuxing 


that Study, and (as the conſequent of 
that) the underſtanding of ſome of the 
ſacred Truths contain'd in thoſe Wri- 
tings, which it ſeems he hath no kind- 
neſs for. But from what I have briefly 
offer'd, I hope tis manifeſt that this fir 

Thing which he propounds as a Reaſon 
of carrying on his Delign, viz. to prove 
the extreme and inſuperable difficulty of 
ſtudying the facred Writings, is vain 
and groundleſs, and a mere Creature o 

his own Brain. I Will. now proceed to 
What he next offers, and there likewiſe 
we ſhall obſerve how weakly and feebly 
he argues. a 


His Second Reaſon why the Study of 
Scripture ought to be neglected is con- 
tain d in that Query, Cur bopo? That is, 
no Good can come of the ſtudhing the Script 
ture, p. 8. yea, tho“ this Study be free 

erious and impartial, it will be of no creat 
Service, he faith, yea, of no Service at 


all, as he ſtrives to prove in what fol- 


B lows. 
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lows... Let us ſee how he doth it: Firſt, 
he ſaith, The Orthodox Faith is not found- 
ed on the Study of the Scriptures, p. 8. 
which he makes good thus; Origen, who 
was the greateſt Scholar 1 had 
bred to that Time, - perpetually turns the 
Letter of Scripture} into Allegory, from 
whence we may reaſonably conclude, that the 
Kpowleage of the bare literal Senſe was, in 
the Judgment of many, even in thoſe Times, 
thought to be of little uſe. 5 


Here is neither Truth as to Matter 
of Fact, nor any rational dependance 
of one Thing upon another. He ſaith 
that Origen doth perpetually turn the Let- 
ter of the Scripture into Allegory, which 
every one that hath read his Writings 
cannot but teſtifie to be an Untruth; tor 
tho? that Ancient Father is blameable 
for indulging his Fancy in interpreting 
ſeveral Places of Scripture in an Allego- 
rical way, yet he is far from perpetmally 
doing it: He preſerves the literal. and 
hiſtorical Senſe in abundance, of Texts; 
and even where he makes uſe of an Al- 
legory, he doth, not exclude and wholly 
reject the literal meaning. We ſee then 
that our Presbyter is not well acquainted 
with Origen, no more than he is with 
a | any 
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any of the other Antients. Lour Military 
Chaplains do not much trouble their 
Heads with the Fathers. E 
Nor is there any Connection or Depen- 
dance in what he faith, for this is his Ar- 
gument, Origen and others ſome Hundred 
Vears ago turn'd the Scripture into Al- 
legory; Ergo, the Study of the Scripture 
is good for nothing. And in the ſame 
Place, another Inſtance of his Logick is 
this, Origen turn'd the Scripture into Al- 
legory,' from whente we may reaſonably con- 
clude, that the Kpowleage of the bare lite- 
ral' Senſe' was in the Tudgment of "many 
thought to be of little uſe. Which ſhews 
how” unlucky he is in his reaſonable Con- 
cluſions, for no Man of tolerable Senſe 
can argue thus, becauſe Origen turn d 
the litteral Senſe of ſome Places of Scrip- 
ture into that which is allegorical, there- 
fore it may be inferr'd, that in the Judg- 
ment of mam the litteral Senſe was 
thought to be of little uſe. To argue 
from one to mam, is that Which every 
School-boy will hiſs at. And if our 
Presbyter had been acquainted with thoſe 
Times, he might have inform'd himſelf, 
that Origen was in very little repute with 
the moſt judicious Fathers of that Age, 
B 2 and 
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and that his Interpretations of Scripture, 


and the generality of his Notions and 


Opinions were exploded by them. This 
ſhews that our Presbyter cares not what 
he ſaith, he is not concern'd whether bis 
Propoſitions ' be / adjuſted to Truth or 
OO of 1 OOTY xe IS 


- His Second Proof of his Propoſition is 
this, p. 9. The Original Language of the 
Old' Teſtament was known! to very few for 
the firſt Six Centaries; Ergo, the impar- 


tial Study of the Scriptures is to no pur- 


poſe. Where again he ſhews that he 
hath a very logical Head; as iſ the Chri- 
ſtian World were got mended ſince that 
Time, and that the Skill in- Languages, 
and particularly in . Hebrew, were not 
exceedingly improv'd and increas'd. 


But he goes on with his extravagant 
Inferences, The General Councils, faith 
he, govern'd themſelves, and determin d all 
the coutraverted Points by the Greek Verſi- 
an; and thoſe » who - knew Hebrew beſt, 
whether they took to the litteral or myſtical 
Way, had the misfortune to bt leaſt Ortho. 
dox. So that the Stady of the Scriptures 


feems to have been 4 little aſe to the Eſta- 


rthodox Faith. Here 


bliſhmeut of the 
: che 


G 

the Argument runs thus; The Autients 
of the firſt ſix Centuries underſtood but 
little of the Original Language of the 
Old Teſtament, but-relied on the Greet 
Tranflatian ;  Erge, the Study of Scrip- 
ture is of no Uſe at this Day. I bey 
lieve the Reader would give me no 
Thanks, but rather would think my 
Time very ill employ'd, if I ſhould un- 
dertake the Confutation of ſo filly and 
18 an Inference. And by the 

y, our Author might have been re- 
minded, that there was in thoſe Days a 
New Jeſament as well as an Ola one, and 
the Councils and. Fathers were well ac- 

uainted with it; and by that chiefly 
they govern'd themſelves, . and deter- 
min'd the Articles of the Chriſtian and 


Orthodox Faith... -. . 


Here I might obſerve, how familiar 
Runder and Nonſenſe are with this Gen- 
tleman; for. he is proving under this 
Head, that the Study of Scripture turns 
to no good Account; - becauſe the an- 
tient Fathers had but little Knowledge 
of the Hebrew Tongue; and yet he t 

us, That thoſe of them who knew Hebrew 


belt mere leaſt Orthodox, That is, He la- 


meats the fad Condition of the Fathers, 


be- 
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becauſe few of them underſtood Hebrew,” 


the Knowledge of which he thinks was 
neceſſary. to make them Orthodox; and 


yet, for all this, he confeſſes, that thoſe 


who had very good Skill in the Hebrew 
Text, were never the better for it; and 
they ene w not ſo much of the Chriſtian: 
Faith as thoſe that were ignorant of it. 
A very. conſiſteut Writer he ' muſt” needs 
be that talks after this Tate. —_— 
His Third Proof of his Atom“ Pos 
paſition, "viz, That the 5 W. of Scri ip 
ture is 4% uo good Purpoſe, is, That the 
Orthodox Faith doth not depend upon the 
Scriptures conſider” d abſolgtelyin themſetots, 
pu 45 explain'd, by Catholic Tradition; 
This is not the Senſe of the moſt 
3 Writers, (whether Antient or 
Modern) on the Scriptures: They ac- 
know led e, that the Scriprures, conſider a 
in themſelves, that is, as to their Excel- 
lent and Divine Matter, as to the ſublime 
Verities contain'd in them; as to their 
Harmony, and likewiſe as to the-Credit 
and Authority of the Penman, &c. are 
the Support of the Orthodox Faith. 


And then, preſently after, he faith, 
An exact and careful Study of the Scriprares 


10 


(15) 
is not, 4 ſafe and profitable Study: It is a 
much ſafer, as well as more compendious © 
Way io make 4 Man Orthodox, to ſtudy the 
Tradition of the Church. It is true, the 
Fathers frequently appeal to Tradition, 
and it is good and valid, when join'd with 
the Teſtimony of the Scriptures. Thus 
the great Athanaſius alledg'd Tradition 
againſt the Ari ans, when he difputed a- 
gainſt them in the Nicene Council : So 


Bail, Naxzianzen, and other Fathers, 
afterwards made uſe of this Argument; 


but their chief Arguments were fro 
Scripture ; they confirm'd and corrobora- 
ted Scripture Doctrines by Tradition, but 
did not found them on it; becauſe they 
knew how uncertain that was. Where- 
fore *tis ill done of our Presbyter to lay 
ſuch Streſs upon it, and even to prefer 
it to the Scripture it ſelf. This doth not 
ſavour of the Spirit and Judgment of a 
Proteſtant ; no more indeed than an 
thing elſe that he bath preſented us wit 
in all his Performance. Tradition is the 
Grand Topic which is made uſe of by 
the Church of Rome, to advance the Be- 
lief and Embracing of their ſuperſtitious 
Doctrines and Rites ; and all the Lear- 
ned Writers of the Reformed Religion 
have ſet themſelves againſt this idle and 
% ground- 
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groundleſs Notion, and have indonteſt- 
ably prov'd the Vanity and the Danger 
of it, which therefore I need not under- 
take here. But I only remind our Au- 
thor, how 1n the Aas Councils, (be- 
fore Popery was form'd) it was the. Cu- 
ſtom to mo the Book of the Goſpel up. 
on a Throne, and in their Debates to 
have Recourſe to that, as the Sovereign 
Rule aad Judge. This —— Cuſtom 
prevail'd in the Council o 
the Acts of it make Mention; and Cyril 
of Alexandria faith the fame of the Coun- 
cil ac Epheſus; 5 Exelſo ty di Feovp 79 6d. 
Eu Apologet. ad Theodoſ. The Fa- 
thers had not in thoſe Days learnt to en- 
throne Tradition, and, as the Papiſts do 
Lince, give it the Precedence of the E- 

vangelical Bai mt. our good 
Presbyter highly approves of this Con- 
duct of the Chunk of Rome, and 
commends it as a much ſafer Way to 
make Mex Orthodox than the e of the 
Scriptures. | | 


And he faith, tis a more 1 | 


Way too; and you ſhall hear how he 


proves it; he aſſerts, rhat this Tradition 


which he mention'd, is contain'd in the 
Eſtabli iſh d Church, — 5 is Orthodox in -: 
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neceſſary Points, and therefore we need only 
ſtudy her Opinions to make us Orthodox, and 
this the moſt illiterate Man may find in the 
Liturgy and Articles, So then his ſtrong 
Reaſoning is after this Manner ; We 
have the Liturgy and Articles of the Eſta- 
bliſh'd Church, which contain in them 
all the Tradition of the Catholic Church, 


and therefore the Study of the Scriptures 


is uſeleſs; we may lay aſide that, ſee- 
ing we have in our Hands the Common 
Prayer, and the Book of Articles. Here 
we may ſet up our Reſt, and never trou- 
ble our Brains about the true Meanin 
and Senſe of the Scriptures; no not 
thoſe Portions of Scripture that are in 
the Liturgy. We are barr'd from this 
by our Pre:byter, And as for the Articles, 
he thinks that his Sabſcription to them 
(as we ſhall hear afterwards) 1s not to 
be minded; he is here at loofe Leg, and 
can diſpenſe with that Engagement when 
he pleaſes. But why then is it ſaid in 
the 5th Canon of our Church, that he 
Thirty nine Articles were agreed upon by 
the whole Clerg y in Convocation, for the a- 
voiding of Diver ſities of Opinions, and for 
the Eſtabliſhing of Conſent touching the true 
Religion? How are Diverſities of Opi- 
nions avoided, and how is Conſent 
Har CG touching 


(18) 
touching the true Religion eftablifh'd, 
if the Clergy are left at their Liberty to 
aſſert (if they pleaſe) what is the very 
Reverſe of thoſe Articles ? 


And why are not the Homilies of our 
Church mention'd as well as the Liturgy 
and Articles ? for we are told by our 
Church, and we have ſubſcribed to the 
Truth of it, (Artic. 35.) that they contain 
4 godly and wholeſom; Doctrine, and there- 
fore are to be read in Churches by the Mi- 

niſters, diligently and diſtinily, that they 
may be underſiood by the People: And 
without doubt it is meant that the 
Doctrine contain'd in them ſhould be 
beliey*d and profeſs'd, as well as under- 
ſtood, by both Miniſters and People; 
but 'tis well known, that ſome of the 
chief Principles both in the Homilies 
and Articles, are very differently inter— 
preted and underſtood by us. Where 
then is this compendious Way that our 
Author propounds? How are we made 
Orthodox by the Articles, when the ge- 
nuine Senſe of them is diſputed, and the 
very plain Grammatical Senſe of ſome of 
them is not admitted ? Yet this, our 
Writer faith, is a ſafer and more com- 
pendious Way of being Orthodox in the 
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Faith than we can poſſibly be by /ady- 
ing the Scriptures, What is this but ar- 
rant Banter? 


His next Proof of what he had above 
aſſerted concerning the Study of the 
Scriptures is this, P. 12. The Scriptures 
have been ſufficiently ſtudied already; there- 
fore there is no Need of plying that Stu- 
dy any more. This is like all the reſt, 
that is, weak, precarious, and incon- 


ſequential: For it may as well be ſaid, 


that there is no need of Studying the 
Law, or Phyſict, or Philoſophy, or HiSto» 
ry, Cr. for the Reaſon is as good on 
one fide as on the orher. And all Men 
of Senſe know, that as in thofe fore- 
mention'd Studies, ſo in the Study of 
the Scriptures, we may juſtly expect to 
have yet further and greater Diſcoveries, 
and more fully to underſtand and com- 
prehend what we are Searching into. 


But he lets us know, that we may 
well be excus'd from ſtudying the Scrip- 
tures, becauſe the Fathers of the Church 
ſtudied them for us; for they were Men of 
more Learning, and Abler Parts than any 
one now will be allow'd to be: And yet be- 
fore he told us, that very few of them had 

CY any 
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am Knowledge in the Languages, nor did 
they under ſtand the literal Senſe of the Scrip- 
tures, here then were their able 
Parts, and their Learning ? 


He hath theſe Words, P. 9. The exact 
Knowledge of the Scriptures tenas to leſſen 
our Eſteem for the Fathers of the Church, 
by diſcovering their Miſtakes, and may weak- 
en our Regard to the Deciſions of Councils, 
by expoſing the Falſeneſs of the Grounds they 
7 to be built upon. A Man well skill d 
in the Literal Senſe of the Scripture will of- 
ten find in the Fathers and Countils,Texts o 
Scripture urged ver) inſufficiently, and 
great Streſs laid upon Pee, which prove 
nothing, or 2s s make againſt them, 
Here, after his old Faſhion, is nothing 
but Self. Contradiction. It ſeems, by 
what he now faith, that there are thoſe 
ia this Age that are well skill'd in the 
literal Senſe of Scripture, tho the Fa- 
thers of the firſt ſix Centuries were not, 
(as he had expreſly declar'd) and yet he 
affirms that theſe were Men of more Lear- 
ping, and of abler Parts than any one nom. 
Who can forbear deriding ſuch groſs 
Contradictions as theſe? And yet theſe 
are the Chief Reaſons which he faith may 
aiſſwade a Man (a Clergy man as well as 


any 
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(21) 
any other) from giving himſelf up to the 
Study of the Scriptures, P. 13. 

He ſaith he hath one Argument ſtill in 
reſerve, which he is perſwaded will be deci- 
ſive, and that is this; He tells his young 
Divine, that 4 impartial - Study of the 
Scriptares will by ſome be thought not only 
to do no Good, but alſo a great deal of Hurt, 
both to the Public and to himſelf, Fiſt, 
It will do Hurt to the Publick ; it will di- 
ſturb the Peace of the Church, and that can't 
but have a malignant Influence on the State. 
Thus he would be thought to be a very 
good Church-man, and a very honeſt and 
wile Stateſman, though no good or wiſe 
Man can force hunſelt to believe either. 
For the Peace and Tranquillity of a 
Church or State ought to be procur'd 
and preſerv'd in a lawful Way, and not 
by. undue and unwarrantable. Arts and 
Methods, ſuch as he preſcribes. He in- 
ſinuates that we muſt abandon the Truth 
for the ſake of Peace; but he is to be 
told, that if we retain the former, tho? 
with ſome Loſs of the latter, we are no 
great Loſers, | The Primitive Chriſtians 
thought ſo, and our Reformers thought 
the ame, when they caſt off Popery, 
and from the Study of the Scriptures, 
ſettled the Articles of our Faith, not 
without 
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ED, 
without great Diſturbance, and hazard- 
ing the publick Peace of the Kingdom. 


If the Writer of the Pamphlet which we 


have now under Conſideration, had re- 
flected on this, tis likely he would have 
entertain'd other Notions, But he is 
bold and daring, and ventures at all, and 
is regardleſs of a Reputation which he 
can't but be ſenſible he ſhall loſe by this 
laſt Enterprize of his. 


- Againſt all Senſe and Experience, and 
the Confeſſion of all Perſons that make 
Obſervations on things, he tells us, P. 14. 


that the Peace which our Church hath en- 


je for many Tears feems to be owing to no 
one thing more than to a gener al Neglect of 
this Study, that is, of the Scripture. O 
what a happy and bleſfed thing it is for 
a Church to abandon the Study of the 
Scriptures ! There is no Peace, no 
Proſperity to be had without this, If 
We apply our ſelves to the Study of the 
Bible, fare wel all the Tranquillity and 
Repoſe of the Publick. All things mult 
needs tumble into Diſorder and Confu- 
ſion. And yet 'tis univerſally known, 
that there never was a cloſer Application 
to the Study of the Inſpir'd Writings, 
than in theſe many Tears of the Church's 
Peace which he ſpeaks of. Thus 
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Thus this bold Writer is ſo far from 
offering any thing that is true and real, 
that he pretends. not to ſo much as the 
Shadow and leaſt Appearance of Truth; 
for in this, as in other things before 
mention'd, he may be charg'd with 
downright Falſhood by every Child al- 
moſt, Certainly this ſtrange Manage- 
meat of his Pen muſt be interpreted to 
be very wild and mad. If he goes on 
after this rate, his preſent Preferment 
and Place will not ſuit him; he muſt 
exchange it for another Reſidence. 


In the ſecond Place, he adviſes his 
Clergyman to neglect the Study of the 
Scriptures, becauſe this will diſturb his 
own Peace, p. 19. he will be defam'd and 
injur'd, and will be thought 4 Heretic: 
And then in four or five Pages together 
he is long winded, in heaping up the 
dreadful Conſequences of Hereſy. What- 
ever therefore you do, ſaith he, be Ortho- 
dox, P. 27. Orthodoxy will cover a Multi- 
tude of Sins, P. 27. The greateſt Immora- 
lities, nay a long Courſe of them, ſhall often 
times eſcape unpuniſh'd, if a Man be very 
Orthodox, P. 31. That is, according to 


him, ifhe be a Knave and a N - 
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| (24). 
For you muſt know, that this grave Di- 
vine doth nothing but banter and play 
the Buffoon under this Head ; and by a 
Heretic he all along means no other than 


an honeft Conſcientious Clergyman that 


is verſt in the ſacred Scriptures, and 
heartily profeſſes and maintains thoſe 
Divine Truths which are contain'd 
therein. This is our Presbyter's Here- 
tic, and he is reſolved for his Part that 
he will never do any thing to merit that 
Title. P 


Bur his Heart is ſet upon being Ort ho- 
dox; for an Orthodox Man, according 
to him, is generally he that can palliate 
and diſſemble beſt, he that can upon 
Occafion ſmother his Perſwaſions, and 
ſtifle his Sentiments about Religion. 
The Orthodox Man is he that artfully 
conceals the Truth for his own Tempo- 
ral Profit and Advantage; he is one that 
muſt not make uſe of his private Judg- 
ment, in interpreting the Scripture ; he 
muſt implicitly embrace whatever he 
thinks will be moſt advantageous to 
him. He facrifices his Judgment and 
Conſcience to the Hopes of Gain. He 
will have nothing to do with any Do- 
etrine in the Chriſtian Religion, that 

| may 


Orthodox ; that is, the Orthodox Man, 
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( 25) 
may be prejudicial to his ſecular Inte- 
reſt. He is for no unprofitable Truths. 
In ſhort, the Orthodox Divine is a perfect 
Hobbian, and is wholly govern'd and de- 


termin d by what is uppermoſt and 


ſtrongeſt: to which End he always 
ſtands ready and prepared to tack about, 
to change his Mind, and if he ſees Oc- 
calion, to write againſt the Articles 
which he ſubſcrib'd to. Our Presbyter 
exhorts his Brethren of the Clergy to 
look in the firſt Place to their G/ebe and 
Tythes, and other Revenues and Incomes 
belonging to their Benefices ; and I ſup- 
poſe he would adviſe them to ſecure 
their Prebend and Reſidentiaryſbips, if 
they have any ; which he tells them, 
will turn to more Account than ſtudying the 


Bible, | 


Thus, then, we know what he means 
when he preſſes his Clergyman whatever 
he doth to be Orthodgx ; that is, he would 
have him to be falſe to his Religion, and 
diflemble with God and Men ; and he 
encourages him to it by adding, that 
this will cover a Multitude of Sins, all but 
Hypocriſy : Even the greateſt Immoralities 
ſhall eſcape Puniſhment if a Man, be very 
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( 26 ) 
tho? he be à Villain, ſhall by his Diſſi- 
mulation avoid thoſe Troubles which 
befal the Heretic, that is, the conſcien- 
tious Clergyman. This is the deciſive 
Argument which this peaceable Soul 
preſents us with. The Sum of it is, 
that a Clergyman ought to gain his 


"Peace and Quiet by diſſembling and pre- 


varicating, and acting againſt his Con- 
ſcience. 


It was on Dr. Clark's Account, and 
in Juſtiſication of his late dangerous 
Notions, that our Presbyter wrote and 
2 Lam this Pamphlet, and now he 
xefriends us with a Character of the 
Doctor, who (as he pleaſantly faith) 
hath ſtudied himſelf into Hereſie, or 4 


ſuſpicion of it, p. 22. Firſt he faith, 


He is a Man who hath all the good Qualities 
that can meet together to recommend him, 
p. 26. I ſuppoſe he means occult Quali- 
#es, for the Public hath /zez very few 
of thoſe that are Good, unleſs we mult 
reckon Self. contradiction, affectation of 
ue, Preſumption, Pride, Pre- 
poſſeſſſon, Raſhneſs, trampling upon 
Scripture, and perverting the plain Senſe 
of it to be /uch, Next, the Panegyriſt 
tells us, That the Doctor is poſſe/5'd of 7 

te 
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8 
the Parts of Learning, and i well Skid 
in the Three Languagts, We have only 
the Presbyter's Word for it ; thoſe that 


have peruſed his laſt Writings are con- 


vinc'd that he hath little Acquaintance 
with the beſt Cla/fics, or with the Greet 
Scholiaſts, and with the antient Writers of 
the Church. It hath been lately prov'd, 
that tho? he wouꝰ d pretend to be a Critic, 
yet he hath little inſight into that Art, 
and underſtands not the meaning of ſuch 
Greek Words as are known even to 
School-boys. But the greateſt Flouriſh 
is yet behind, the Doctor is Pious, and 
one that hath done great Service to Religion, 
p. 26, Yes without doubt, for there is 


ome Piety in oppoſing the Catholic 


aith concerning the rag Trinity; 'tis 
very piouſij done to explode the Divinity 
of the Son and of the Holy Ghoſt; and 


great Service is done to Religion by wreſt- 


ing and depraving the Scriptures. 


Mr. Whiſton, whatever the Matter is, 
comes off with a lame Character, for 
tho? the Author of the Pamphlet makes 
him a learned, virtuous and pious Man, 
yet at the fame Time he expoſes him 
as a Man of a warm Head, and doth not 
endeavour to take off the Imputation of 

| D 2 his 


(28 ) 
his being crazed, and little better than 4 
Mad-Man, p. 23, 24. 


I muſt not overlook what he ſaith, 

p. 27. Tho? he had before confeſs'd that 
the Church of England hath in her Litur- 
and Articles determin'd every Thing to 

is Hand, yet he condemns the Opinion 
7 thoſe who think that a Clergyman is all 
his Life bound by the Subſcriptions which he 
made in his firſt Tears; as if a Man were 
as miſe at Twenty Four, and knew as much 
of the Scripture 'and Antiquity, and could 
Judge as well of them as he can at Fifty, 
p. 27. Yes be ſure, for tis all one here, 
whether a Man be of the Age of Twen- 
ty Four or Fifty, becauſe if the Church 
hath determix'd all Things for ws, and (as 
he ſaid before) is Orthodox in her Articles, 
and in every Thing elſe, and contains in 
her aſl the Orthodoxy of the Catholic Church, 
then it neceſſarily follows, that thoſe 
who ſubſcribe to her Articles have no 
occaſion at all to alter their Minds, but 
mult 2{ their Lives adhere to their Sub- 
ſcriptions; which is the Thing that our 
Author appears againſt, and abſolutely 
diſapproves of, and therein contradicts 
his tormer Poſition. Here is Equivoca- 
tion, ſuch as is perfectly Jeſuitical ; 
| what 
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( 29 ) | 
what can you call it elſe? This is Prieft- 
craft indeed. Cs Nt ons 


But who will give car to that Man, 
and mind what he faith, who treache- 
rouſly and perfidiouſly abandons thoſe 
Sentiments which with Deliberation he 
had taken up, and publickly own'd? I 
ſay with Deliberation, for 'tis ſuppos'd, 
that when a Man is to ſet his Hand in a 
ſolemn manner to Articles of Religion, 
he will conſider and deliberate about it, 
and be very ſerious, wary and cautious, 
that ſo he may not incur the imputation 
of Fickleneſsand Inconſtancy afterwards 
or be charg'd with Unfaithfulneſs an 
Inſincerity, and a violation of the moſt 
ſolema Engagements. If the Doctrines 
expreſs'd in the Articles were ſound and 
true when he ſubſcrib'd to them, then 
they are ſo now, and ever will be, be- 
cauſe he faith they are the Doctrines not 
only of the Eſftabliſh'd Church, but of 
that which is Catholic. But if the Sub- 
ſcriptions are not to be valued and faith- 
fully obſerv*d, then 'tis all one with the 
having of no Articles, and the ſubſcri- 
bing to none, This is a fine Jeſt indeed. 


At 


— 


(6300 


At laſt he flies to Examples, and tells 
his young Prieſt, that the Advice which 
he gives him, that is, not to Study the 
| Scriptures, © ſeconded by the Examples of 
| the greateſ Men. For, faith he, Name 
me any one of the Men moſt fam' d for 
1 Learning in this or the laſt Age, who have 
ſeriouſly turn d themſelves. to the ſtudy of 
= the Scriptures, p. 37. Yea, he hath the 
| Face to add, Take out Two or Three from 
ſo great 4 Body, and where is there a Clergy. 
man of 4 great Genius, and hath made 4 
chief Figare in the learned World, that 
bath writ upon the Scriptures, at leaſt with 
any maſterly Skill in Critic? p. 38. The 
Study of the Scriptures, and writing 
upon any part of them are ſuch a poor, 
mean, and paltry Employment, that for 
two Ages together no Men of any 
1 Note and Eſtcem tor good Letters, whe- 
1 ther he be Layman or Clergyman, hath 
1 applied himſelf to it. 
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It is true, he excepts Grotius and 
Capellus out of the number of the uſe- 
leſs Writers on Scripture. There was 
1 ſome Reafon for excepting the former, 
'1 becauſe in his Annotations on the Epiſtles 


he favours the Racovian Senſe, and there- 
fore 


| (31 ) 

fore he muſt be reckon'd as a Man of a 
great Genius, tho? he troubled himſelf 
to write upon Scripture. As for the 
latter, he doth not tell us whether it be 
Laudovicus, Or Jacobus Capellus; *tis all 
one to him, according to the confuſed 
Notion he hath of the Writers of the 
preſent and palt Age. 


Or rather, he could not have given us 
a plainer Inſtance of his groſs Ignorance, 
or (which is worſe) of his perverſe and 
willtul Miſtake, than he hath done here. 
For did not all theſe Perſons whom L 
{hall now name write upon the Scriptures, 
and were they not famed for their Learn- 
ing, and did not ſeveral of them make 4 
chief Figure in the learned World, and were 
not ſome of them of 4 great Genius, and 
had a maſterly Skill in Critic? Such were 
Ludovicus de Dieu, L'Empereur, Caſtalio, 
Caſaubon, Heinſius, Druſius, Eſpenceus, 
Daillz, Pricæus, Bochart, Schottas, Petit, 
Cocceius, Simon, Curcellæus, Amprald. 
And will it not be acknowledged that 
Sauctius, Valla, Serarius, Maldonat, 
Malvenda, Maſius, Muis, Salmeron 
Marlorat, Rivet, Camero, Forbes, Sahmi- 
ains,  Spanhemius, Vorſtins, Ger har dus 
Vaſſius, have laudably done their Pars 1 

n 


(32) 


And have no Mex of Learning of out 
own Country writ upon the Scriptures? 
Have none of 4 great Genius applied 
themſelves to this Study ? What ſhall 
we think of Uſber, Ainſworth, Full, 
Nic. Fuller, Gataker, Chriſtopher Cart- 
wright, Liveley, Willet, Broughton, Mede, 
H. More, Gregory, Pocock, Kyputchbull, 
Lightfoot, Dr. Hammond, Ridder, Patrick, 
Hody, Whitby, Wells, and many others? 


Are there none famed for Learning, 


none of 4 great Genius among all theſe 
Writers on the Scriptures? Have none 


any maſterly Skill in Critic but our Pam- 


hleteer's Friend, Monſieur Le Clerc, 
who hath endeavoured to Criticiſe the 
Divinity of the Son and of the Holy 
Ghoſt out of the Scriptures ? Or have 
Schlichtingins, Wolzogenins, Crellias, and 
Smalcias, monopoliz'd all maſterly Cri- 
ticiſm on the inſpired Books? One wou'd 
think he might have afforded the other 
learned Writers, both Foreigners, and 
of his own Country, ſome ſhare in it. 
But it ſeems he can by no means allow 
it; there is not one Man who is fam'd 
for Learning that hath writ any Thing 


well on the Scriptures And who in- 
| deed 
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deed could expect it from them, ſeeing 


it is a Study that is ſo inconſiderable, 


and is fit only for Dunces and block- 


heads ? 


Well, but what worthy, and noble 
Employment will our Author adviſe our 
Clergy to apply themſelves to? This 
we learn; p. 40. where he wiſhes them 
to turn themſelves to the Study of the Hea- 
then Hiſtorians, Ports, Orators and Philo- 
Jophers : Spend Ten or Twelve Tears on Ho- 
race or Terence, referring I ſuppoſe to 
the Perſon whom he preſently after men- 
tions. Any Thing rather than the dull 
Study of the Scriptures: Any Thing 
Heatheniſh and Prophane and Unchri- 
ſtian, rather than the Bible. 


Nec dum finitus Oreſtes. He goes on, 
and is grown fo impudent and audacious, 
that he is not aſham'd to ſpeak thus to 
his Clergy man, To illuſtrate 4 Billet. doux, 
or 4 Drunken Catch, to exvlain an obſcene 
Jeſt, to make a happy E:+ndation on 4 
i aſſage that 4 modeſt Man would bluſh at, 
will do you more Credit, and be of greater 
Service to you, than the moſt uſeful Em- 


 ployment of your Time upon the Scriptures, 


p. 40. Who could have imagin'd that 
| E fach 
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(34) 
ſuch ſcandalous Stuff and Ribaldry ſhould 
come from the Pen of a Presbyter of the 
- Church of England? It puts one to the 
bluſh, to think that there is ſuch a Crea- 
ture in Human Shape, and dreſs'd up in 
a Caſſock and Scarf, that thus plays the 
Buffoon. Such a Stile as this might be 
agreeable in talk with ſome Officers of 
the Army over a bowl of Punch, but to 
bring this Language Home, and uſe it 
here in cold Blood, and ſend it to the 
Preſs, to be univerſally learnt, is flagt- 
'tious above Meaſure, and can never be 
-pardon'd, Let the Clergy read Roman- 
ces, Plays, Novels, converſe with Rab- 
lais, be familiar with Pantagruel, and 
even with Tom Thumb, and what you 
will but the Bible: For no Man, no, 
nor any Clergyman of Learning , or a 
great Genius, did ever throw away his 
Hours in ſtudying this Book; he knew 
that his Name and Credit wou'd periſh 
without ſupport from ſuch Authors as 
thoſe before mention'd. 


Tou ſee, ſaith our good Presbyter, 4 
preſent Example in the great Bently : What 
4 Reputation hath he acquired by that noble 
Edition he hath given uw of Horace? Bat 
had the ſame Genius, the ſame Sag acity and 

| Labour 


(35) 
Labour been applied to the Study of the 
Seriptures, to ſettle the Text in doubtful 
Places, to mend corrupted ones, explain 
hard ones, &c. tis more than probable that 
he wou'd have been treated as a raſh Man, of 
no Judgment, of little Learning, and leſs 
Religion, p. 40, Here, as in every 
Thing that he faith, he talks at random, 
and takes no care to repreſent Matters as 
really they are. It is plain that he is in 
the wrong Box, for his Great Bentley 
hath applied himſelf to the Study of the 
Scriptures, to ſettle the Text, to mend cor- 
rupted Places (that is, ſuch as he ima- 
gines to be ſo) to exerciſe his Critic Art 
on Words and Phraſes, and to interpret 
ar alter them according to his mind. In 
his Remarks on the Diſcourſe of Free-Think- 
ing he talks of adding tex Thouſand various 


_ Readings, Alterations, and Emendations 


to the thirty Thouſand which Dr. Mills 
preſented the World with; and he hath 
in thoſe Remarks offer'd ſome of his 
Emeadations on particular Texts, as on 
Acts 27. 14. where he difallows of 
EvezxauIar, and puts inſtead of it, Eve 
xzoy; and on 1 Tim, 6, 3. where the 
Word j, is chang by him into 
Sei He makes it part of his Pa- 


negyric on the late Trea/urer that he had 
1 E 2 ſtudyed 


(35) 
ſladed the Bible, and had made Comments 
on difficult Places of Scripture : And he is 
now doing the ſame himſelf, if I be not 
miſinform'd. It is faid he hath lately 
laid out a Hundred Pounds in the Fa- 
thers and other Books of Divinity, in- 
tending to employ himſelf in that Study 
which our Presbyter hath ſo much dif+ 


paraged, 


Thus our Author is miſtaken” in his 
Great Man, and will be further miſtaken, 
J hope, in his, vain Surmiſes, that he 
ſhall be :reated as 4 raſh Man, of little 
Learning, and leſs Religion; which this 
Pamphleteer thinks are the deſerved 
Recompence of ſtudying the Scriptures, 
Therefore his Advice to the Clergy is, 
be not fo lilly and ſottiſh as to dabble in 
the Bible, but ſpend your Days among 
the Heathen Poets, Orators, Hiſtorians and 
Philoſophers, ' yea, among any Authors 
that come to hand, even the Alcoran, 
and the Tale of 4 Tub, the Turkiſh Spy, 
and Hudibras, rather than the Writings 
of the Old and New Teſtament, 


He began with C ontr adiffions, and ſo 
he ends, tor whereas he had very expreſ- 
ly aſſerted that ſtudying the e 
Nenn. en 3 an 
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(37) 
and wrigiag upon them doth difturb the 


Peace of the Church, and is very hurt- 
ful and dangerous, he now ſaith of thoſe 
who comment upon the Scriptures, Les 
them be never fo much in the wrong, I can 
apprehend no danger from it to the Church, 
P. 44. 


I I might take notice in the Cloſe of all, 
of a fine piece of Philoſophy which this 
Gentleman winds up his Fardle with; 
and *tis the more, obſervable becauſe he 
fo heartily exhorts'to the Study of Hea- 
then Philoſophers; Every degree of Dark» 
5e, he ſaith, i 4 want of ſo much Light, 
and all want of Light is a certain degree of 
Darkneſs, p. 47. This is ſufficient to let 
us know that this Writer would not be 
thought to be a Conjurer ; ſuch ſhrewd 
Sayings as theſe may confirm us in it, 
eſpecially when he tells us, that where 
there is all want of Light there us 4 degree 
of Darkneſs. 7 


I am now only to requeſt the Reader 
to look back on the Premiſes, and ob- 
ſerve the vile Deſign of our preſent Au- 
thor, which is to inſpire the Candidates 
and young Students in Divinity with ap- 
prehenſions of the Uſefulneſs and N _ 

ity 
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(33 ) 
ſity of their negloting the Study of the 
Scriptures, It can't but ſtrike us with 
Horror to ſee howinduſtriouſly he teaches 
them to vilifie thoſe Holy Writings, and 
never to trouble their Heads, and be con- 
cern'd whether ſuch and ſuch Doctrines 
be adjuſted to thoſe Writings. Traditi- 
on is ſufficient, and we need nothing elſe 
to. eſtabliſh us in Points of Religion. 
We ſtrangely miſtake the Nature and Deſign 
of theſe ſarred Writings (that is, the Books 
of the New Teftament, which he had 
before mention'd) if we eſteem them as the 
proper Rule of Faith and Practice among 
Chriſtians, ſaith good Mr, Whiſton, in his 
Eſſay on the Apoſtolical Conſtitutions, 
chap, 2. and his Friend we ſee is of the 
ſame mind, tho” the contrary be the gene- 
ral Aſfertion and Profeſſion of all the Pro- 
zeſtantCharches in the World. The Scrip- 
ture is our Rule and our Guide, and tho? 
it recommends to us Doctrines that croſs 
our common Reaſon and natural Senti- 
ments, yet weare bound to receive them, 
and make them the matter of our Faith. 
And generally the more oppoſite they 
ſeem to be to our human and ordinary 
Conceptions, the greater reaſon we have 
to entertain them, becauſe they depend 
wholly on the Sovereign Will and Plea- 
| {ure of God. But 


8 
1 
$ 
[ 


(39) 
But this is Heterodox Doctrine with 


our Caſuiſt,} who ſhapes his Opinions in 


Religion according to his own Will, and 


according to the preſent Time and Jun- 
cture, as he finds them to be moſt favour- 


able to him. One wou'd almott number 
him among the Traditores, who got that 


Name becauſe they deliver'd up their 
Bibles, and parted with this inſpired Book 


to their Adverſaries. He hath in a man- 
ner done the ſame by rejecting the Autho- 
rity of it, and by proclaiming to the World 
that the free and impartial Study of it is of 
little or no uſe, yea, that it is hurtful and 


pernicious, and hath miſerable Conſequen- 
ces attending it. It can't but be very ac- 


ceptable to thoſe of the Raman Church, to 


hear a conſiderable Man of the Church of 
England talk after this rate concerning the 


- Scriptures, and diſſwade all Men from 


peruſing them with any Care and Appli- 


cation. This falls but little ſhort of allow- 


ing the Popiſb Practice of locking up the 
Scriptures from the ſight ot the People, 
and of forbidding them to read them; 
for *tisall one to he deprived ot them, and 
not to make uſe of them. They muſt have 
clearer Eyes than I have, that can find 


any great difference between theſe two. 
| After 
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